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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Worship Services 

 9:00 AM Sunday — Davis Corners 

 10:45 AM Sunday — Dells/Delton 

 Bible Studies 

 10:00 AM Thursday —Dells/Delton 

 1:00 PM Thursday — Davis Corners 

  6:30 PM Wednesday—Dells/Delton   



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Communion  

Sunday 

2 

DC  UMW 

12:00 PM  @  

Jolene 

Schuster 

home 

3 4 

DD UMW  

1pm 

Lenten Bible 

Study @ DD 

6:30 pm 

5 
Office Hours  9 -1 

 DD Bible Study 

 (10:00AM)             

DC Bible Study 

 (1:00PM)            

6 7 

8 

12pm DD 

Admin Council  

9 

DC Admin 

Council 
Helen Miotke 

Bob Schuster 

10 11 
Lenten Bible 

Study @ DD 

6:30 pm 

DD Outreach 

10:30am 

Donna DeFosse 

12 
Office Hours  9 -1 

 DD Bible Study 

 (10:00AM)             

DC Bible Study 

 (1:00PM)            

13 14 

15 

Third  Sunday 
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16 

6:30pm DD 

Corporation 

Board Mtg 

17 
Eva Newsom 

Pat Holton 

18 
Lenten Bible 

Study @ DD 

6:30 pm 

19 
Office Hours  9 -1 

 DD Bible Study 

 (10:00AM)             
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20 21 

Mauston UMW 

Lenten 

Breakfast 9am 

22 

DD Fellowship 

Sunday @ 

P1zza Ranch 

23 
Todd 

Hollenberg 

24 25 
Lenten Bible 

Study @ DD 

6:30 pm 

Kathy Spargo 

Marge Hegland 

26 
Office Hours  9 -1 

 DD Bible Study 

 (10:00AM)             

DC Bible Study 

 (1:00PM)            

27 
Jan 

Thompson 

28 

29 

DC Fellowship 

Sunday  

DD 5th Sunday 

Pot Luck 

30 31     
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Our Stewardship 

Digital Donations 

We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and 

guests the chance to support our ministries with donations.  Our new partner is Givelify and we 

have donations for both churches in one place.  Feel free to check out new giving page on our 

website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —> 

 

You can make a one-time donation to either church, third 

Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would 

like to support.  You can also set donations on a schedule to 

make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.  

We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but 

they don’t.  In any case, the churches thank you for your 

generous support and hope this tool allows others to 

participate with you. 

 

We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and 

also for our guests.  Please do take a look and let us know if 

anything needs to be corrected or improved. 

 

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions 
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th.  The Davis Corners congregation 

will be collecting for Ronald McDonald House and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for  

Umcor this month.  Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional offering as we 

work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.  

Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist 

combined pantry donations.  This month we are collecting shampoo for the pantry.  

Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their 

current need. 

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!  

 facebook.com/UMCdells   or    facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC 



 

 FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

GIVING  - When Propensity meets Capacity  
 
To give away money is an easy matter and within anyone’s power, but to decide to whom to 
give it, how much to give, when to give, and to give for the right motive and in the right way, 
is neither in everyone’s power nor an easy matter. Hence, it is that such excellence is rare, 
praiseworthy, and noble.  
 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book II, Chapter 9  

 
Recently a church asked me to help determine their congregation’s capacity for giving. Here is my 
simple answer: any congregation’s capacity to give is at least 10% (the tithe) of its annual income.  
 
I usually estimate a church’s congregation-wide annual income as the median income within  
a 5-mile radius of the church times the number of giving units in the church. (So that I do not 
inadvertently overestimate congregational income, I usually work with 90 percent of this number.)  
 
Ten percent of total congregational income is the tithe and is our best scripturally based 
estimate of congregational capacity to give. God proposed the tithe as a target for giving to 
support the church with other charitable giving to be over and above that amount. (Our 
denomination’s stance is that “tithing is the minimum goal of giving” (Book of Discipline ¶630.5e) 
and “God’s standard of giving” (¶304.1c)).  
 
In Wisconsin, our actual giving averages 2.9%. We are spending much of God’s share on 
ourselves. How much could our churches accomplish if we tithed and had more than three times 
as much in giving?  
 
In my talks with United Methodists around the state, I hear a lot of anxiety about the state of our 
churches, often because they are experiencing budget shortfalls. What they often propose is 
cutting more costs or getting new people to pay for the church.  
 
Yet, we could reverse the trajectory of United Methodism by simply giving what God has asked us 
to give. That is the revitalization we need.  
 
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
  

 "Consider what you owe to His immutability. Though you have changed a thousand times, He has not changed once." 

 — C.H. Spurgeon  

 Our Stewardship 



 

What is Lent and why does it last forty days? 
 

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, 
meaning “lengthen” and refers to the lengthening days of spring. The forty days 
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and 
preparing to begin his ministry. 
 
Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time 
of self-examination and reflection. In the early church, Lent began as a period of fasting 
and preparation for baptism by new converts and then became a time of penance by all 
Christians. Today, Christians focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples and 
extending ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of 
ourselves for others. 
 
Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a 
"mini-Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation of the 
Resurrection. 

 

 
Wisconsin Conference Vision Day 

Vision Day is a one-day training event that provides an opportunity to discover 
what it means to be the Church in new and creative ways, hear from Fresh 
Expressions practitioners, learn how to renew existing congregations through 
fresh expressions of church, and discern what this could mean for your region, 
community, or neighborhood. There is active discussion as well as opportunity to 
build networks and relationships among those in your area. 
 

Date: April 17, 2020 
 

Time: 9:30AM – 3:30PM 
 

Location: Steven’s Point: St. Paul’s UMC  
 

Fee: $50/person – Lunch is included 
 
Contact Pastor Lee for more information about this event. 

 Denomination News 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-does-the-united-methodist-church-say-about-fasting


 

FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

Protocol of Grace Through Separation 
Delegates from the South Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church met on Feb. 20-22 to 
interview candidates for bishop and discuss matters relating to the 2020 General Conference, a 
meeting of the denomination’s top law-making body, taking place May 5-15 in Minneapolis. 
A major part of the weekend was hearing about the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation. Rather than explain recently released legislation for the protocol, representatives of the 
jurisdiction’s College of Bishops focused on how and why they made the decision to support the 
protocol. 
The Florida Delegation also released a statement saying:  “Recognizing that structural unity is no 
longer feasible within the United Methodist Church regarding the matter of LGBTQ+ inclusion, and 
that such differences diminish our ability to be a vital and effective church, the Florida Annual 
Conference Delegation to General and Jurisdictional Conference supports the Protocol of 
Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation. In addition, we support the creation of a U.S. Regional 
Conference as outlined in the Christmas Covenant from the Philippines, which will effectively align 
and establish the necessary governance in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.” 
 

Financial Impact of GC2020 

During a Feb. 21 online meeting, the General Council on Finance and Administration board 
discussed some of the what if’s that could affect the church’s financial future.  Those include the 
impact of the proposed Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace through Separation and other possible 
splits over how accepting to be of homosexuality. 
  
The finance agency board also raised questions about what the proposed addition of five new 
bishops in Africa means for the already imperiled funding for the Episcopal Fund that supports the 
denomination’s bishops.  The agency is preparing the general church budget proposal that will go 
before General Conference on May 5-15 in Minneapolis.  
  
One thing the GCFA board and staff cannot answer at this point is just how many churches and 
members will leave if a plan of separation passes.  Even if no separation plan passes, church leaders 
expect lean times ahead. Already in 2019, the highly polarized denomination experienced nearly an 
8 percent drop in general-church support compared with 2018. 
  
“There will be a lack of funding no matter what happens after General Conference. I think we have 
to acknowledge that,” said Bishop Mike McKee, GCFA board president. 

 

"Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again 

praise him, my salvation ."  — Psalm 42:5  

 Other News 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-warned-their-funding-imperiled
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-warned-their-funding-imperiled
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/groups-approve-plan-to-divvy-up-slashed-budget
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-giving-overcomes-worst-fears
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-giving-overcomes-worst-fears


 

Dells-Delton Outreach 

Outreach has changed a couple of our projects for better attendance,.  The 
pancake supper will be  Wednesday, September 23rd from 4 to 7pm,  The 
pie social will be Saturday, June 20 from 11 to 1,  just before fathers day so 
we can use that as a selling point..  The Brat & Bake Sale at Wal-Mart is 
Saturday, August 8th, 9am-2pm, and our rummage sale on Friday, October  
2nd, 8 to 5 and Saturday, October 3rd, 8 to 1.  Thank you for all of your 
help.         — Outreach Committee 
 

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton 

Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like 

to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no 

particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. 

There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019. 

 

Dells-Delton UMW 

UMW met Wednesday, Feb. 5th.   Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were given.  Thank you to Iva 

Marshall for the treats.  A draft of the Dells Delton Funeral Luncheon Policy was reviewed, discussed and 

approved unanimously.   

The Southwest District UMW has chosen Dells Delton to host their annual Spiritual Growth Day on 

Saturday, April 25th,   Kathy Radcliff asked Davis Corners to assist on this project as a fund raiser for 

both churches as we will be paid to provide a continental breakfast and lunch for the attendees.  

We briefly discussed the welcome bags we would like to give to visitors at our Sunday Services.  Judy 

Nelson provided the small white paper bags.  Our next  meeting will be held Wednesday, March 4th at 

1pm.     

 

Fellowship Sunday 
Fellowship Sunday is March 22nd.  Dells-Delton will be gathering at Pizza Ranch.   Dells-Delton will also 

be holding our 5th  Sunday Pot Luck on March 29th immediately after church. 

 

Bible Path 

Any ideas or monetary help is  greatly appreciated as plans are being made for improvements next year.  

Please contact Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way.     

 Congregational News 



 

Davis Corners UMW 

Our February meeting was held at Nancy Edward's home.  Nancy served two kinds of 
soup and carrot cake for our noon meal.  Thank you Nancy for being the hostess with 
the mostess. 
  
We donated money to the St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic and to the Feline/ Canine 
organization.  A couple ideas were brought to the table regarding replacing our Annual 
Rummage Sale but nothing was finalized.  Keep on thinking of ideas ladies and bring 
them to the March meeting. 
 
Kathy Radcliff from the Dells-Delton UMW presented a request for us to help them with 
a UMW Spring District Conference.  As a unit we agreed to assist them.  We will be 
assisting by providing workers to serve the noon meal and breakfast; as well as making 
salads and other needed meal items. 
 
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 2nd at the home of Jolene Schuster.  Plan to 
come at noon for dinner and a meeting to follow. 
 

Until then, God Bless 
Bonnie J. Stratton 
UMW President 
 
 
 

 

Bible Studies 

Pastor Lee will again be conducting a special Lenten Bible Study series 

this year.  It will be held Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm  at Dells-Delton 

beginning March 4th .  A soup supper will be provided. 

 

 

"God bestows His blessings without discrimination. The followers of Jesus are children of God,  

and they should manifest the family likeness by doing good to all, even to those who deserve the opposite ."  

          — F.F. Bruce 

 Congregational News 



 

Peace and Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 
 

We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.  

We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar.  Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone. 

 
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:   news@wisconsindellsumc.org 

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

Spring is nearly here, and we are in the season of Lent.  This is to be a season of preparation and 

reflection for us, as we prepare to retell the story of Easter—that fountain of hope on which our 

Christian tradition depends.  I can think of no better way for us, or our denomination, to prepare 

for what will come in the months ahead. 

Our denomination will meet in May to determine what the Methodist future might look like, 

whether we move together or separately.  Then the Wisconsin Annual Conference will meet in 

June, to determine what the local impacts will be.  Until that time, we wait and pray that the 

Church will do well. 

That is Lent.  A time for us to look at ourselves deeply.  A time to look at our congregation deeply.  

A time for us to see not only what is, but also what could be if we were willing to step out and be 

the people that Christ has called us to be.  A time to address our ministries; to make the good ones 

better and to start ones that we have failed to do in the past.  Lent is about reflection and about 

coming back to life. 

While there is turmoil around us, there is no change in our mission.  We continue on, assured in 

the midst of any storm, because we know that our job is clear.  We have good people working on 

our ministry within and without, and we are hopeful that all we do continues to help our members 

grow and provides support for our community and visitors. 

May you be blessed this Lenten season as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus’ Church 

through the promise of hope He has secured.  May you be strengthened by your time with God this 

season, and prepared for the road ahead. 

As decisions are made in the Methodist church, we will faithfully bring all the information to the 

churches, and then we will decide how it impacts us and how we move ahead.  Until that time, we 

will patiently wait because that is the only reasonable thing for us to do.   When we can make 

decisions, our Administrative Councils will make sure we know what the choices are and what the 

impacts will be; and then our two congregations will decide how to move ahead. 

Whatever happens, may we glorify the risen Christ. 


